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and Vedantins) respectively.15 The first view that both
validity and invalidity of cognition16 has been repudiated
by Kumarila on the ground that the two aspects cannot
be accepted as intrinsic in one cognition, because they
are mutually contradictory.17 Nor can the second view
that both validity and invalidity are extrinsic is acceptable
to Kumarila for the reason that in that case, the cognition
would prove to be devoid of any character.18 Whenever a
cognition appears, until the cogniser has had time to find
out if it has been due to true and efficient causes or to false
and defective causes, - the cognition woufd be regarded as
neither valid nor invalid; if it is neither, then it is as good as
non-existent. The third view19 is that by its nature, cogni-
tion bv itself must be regarded as invalid, its validity alone
being due to extraneous circumstances. The argument in
support of this view is that invalidity, being negative in cha-
racter, cannot be 'due to, and brought about by, any extra-
neous causes, - white validity, being positive, can be brought
about by efficient causes On the other hand, if cognitions
were inherently valid and their invalidity were due to extra-
neous causes,, then even dream-cognition would have to be
regarded as valid. Under our view, there can be no validity
io dream-cognitions, because there are not efficient causes
present which couJd bring about the validity. Hence, the
qoJiclusion is that the validity of cognition is due to the
efficiency of the causes, while by themselves cognitions are
inherently invalid. The point of this third view is that the
validity of valid cognitions also should depend upon the
efficiency and consequent reliability of the person who
spoke the word - and as, in the case of the Veda, there is
no another or speaker according to the Mimamsaka, there
could be no reliability and hence the Veda could not be a
reliable source of knowledge regarding Duty, Dharma.

It is on this account that the Mimamsaka has insisted
upon the fourth view, that all cognitions are inherently
valid and it is only invalidity that is imposed upon them from
without, when it is found that its source has been defec-
tive.20 It is agreed that if validity were wholly non-existent
in the cognition it could not be produced therein by anything